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that door remained open and welcoming for 
every generation that followed. In my mind, his 
legacy is not just that he was the first, it is that 
he ensured he would not be the last. 

I am grateful to have known Judge Daniel 
and ask that my colleagues join me in sending 
condolences to the family of this pioneer of 
our legal system and inspiration to our entire 
nation. 
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IN HONOR OF THE VA ANN ARBOR 
HEALTHCARE SYSTEM FOR 
THEIR EXEMPLARY SERVICE 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 23, 2019 

Mrs. DINGELL. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the VA Ann Arbor 
Healthcare System for their critical work pro-
viding medical services to our nation’s vet-
erans. Their continued excellence in patient- 
centered healthcare is worthy of commenda-
tion. 

Since its foundation in 1953, the VA Ann 
Arbor Healthcare System has provided essen-
tial healthcare services to veterans throughout 
Michigan and northwestern Ohio. The main 
campus operates as a referral center for com-
plex specialty care and boasts state-of-the-art 
facilities and several satellite outpatient clinics. 
Beyond the medical care it offers, VAAAHS is 
a major research center, participating in over 
400 active studies in basic science, health 
services, and rehabilitation. 

The VA Ann Arbor Healthcare System 
stands as a role model in providing exemplary 
healthcare to our nation’s veterans. Their work 
has had a profound impact on Michigan and 
Ohio by ensuring access to preventive and ac-
tive treatment. We thank VAAAHS and its staff 
for their continued dedication to providing 
high-quality medical services to veterans, sup-
porting clinical research, and promoting edu-
cation on public health programs. We also 
congratulate the VA Ann Arbor Healthcare 
System as they begin construction of a new 
veteran welcome center. Once finished, this 
new structure will expand the available capac-
ity of the medical center and expedite critical 
care for its visitors. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in honoring the VA Ann Arbor Healthcare 
System for their exemplary work in healthcare 
access, education, and research. Their efforts 
have been instrumental in ensuring care for 
the brave servicemen and women that protect 
our country. 
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CELEBRATING THE 100 YEAR 
ANNIVERSARY OF UCLA 

HON. KEVIN McCARTHY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 23, 2019 

Mr. MCCARTHY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the 
University of California, Los Angeles, which 
has distinguished itself as one of the finest in-
stitutions of higher learning in the State of 
California and across the country. 

In the past 100 years, 14 Nobel Prize win-
ners, 13 MacArthur Fellows, 9 National Medal 

of Science winners, 3 Pulitzer Prize winners, 1 
Field Medalist, 2 Turing Award winners, and 
38 Academy Award winners have called UCLA 
home. Every year, UCLA receives more appli-
cations for admission than any other univer-
sity. It is for these reasons and more that 
UCLA was ranked this year as the number 
one public university in the country by U.S. 
News and World Report. 

The influence of UCLA and its impact on 
California is wide-reaching and expansive. 
Even in my district, two hours away from 
Westwood, thousands of constituents call 
UCLA their alma mater. UCLA’s influence in 
my district cannot be overstated. For many 
students who are unfamiliar with the chal-
lenges of applying for college, UCLA provides 
mentorship and a tangible path to higher edu-
cation, actively organizing workshops and 
school visits to guide them. UCLA does not 
limit itself to just educating the next generation 
of leaders; it has tracked groundwater loss in 
my district and throughout the Central Valley, 
demonstrating the need to expand our current 
water storage and infrastructure. As many 
people know, UCLA’s Ronald Reagan Medical 
Center provides world-class care for countless 
individuals, but it also directs clinical trials 
back home in my district—ensuring that the 
residents of the 23rd District receive cutting- 
edge treatment and care. On behalf of Califor-
nia’s 23rd District, I am proud to congratulate 
UCLA on 100 years of great accomplishments. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE LIFE, 
LEGACY, AND SERVICE OF MAS-
TER SERGEANT DONALD 
CHARLES BETTINE 

HON. MIKE GALLAGHER 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 23, 2019 

Mr. GALLAGHER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life, legacy, and service of 
Master Sergeant Donald Charles Bettine. 

MSG Bettine passed away on Monday, April 
29, 2019 at the age of 89. He was born in 
Green Bay on August 12, 1929 to Charles and 
Elva Bettine. 

After graduating from Central Catholic High 
School in 1947, he enlisted in the U.S. Army. 
Upon completion of basic training, MSG 
Bettine went to Japan where he was an in-
structor in the Eight Army Ordinance School. 
After a brief return to the U.S., he was de-
ployed to Korea to serve in the Korean War. 
As a part of the 3rd Infantry, he participated in 
the evacuation of Hungnam in 1950. MSG 
Bettine charged enemy snipers in a frontal at-
tack, allowing his platoon to advance forward. 
For this display of bravery, he earned his 
Bronze Star with the ‘‘V’’ for Valor. Dubbed 
the ‘‘Christmas Miracle,’’ the incredible evacu-
ation resulted in the rescue of nearly 200,000 
troops and civilian refugees. 

After his service in the Korean War, MSG 
Bettine was stationed near Moscow, Idaho 
where he met the love of his life, Evelyn Sum-
ner. They were married on December 19, 
1953, and shortly after relocated to Germany, 
where he was stationed for 4 years. Following 
his time in Germany, he was stationed in sev-
eral places across the U.S., and was later 
sent to Korea for a second time where he was 
stationed in Seoul. During his time in Seoul, 

MSG Bettine became heavily involved in one 
of the local orphanages, dedicating his time to 
the children there. Upon his return to the 
states, MSG Bettine was assigned to Fort 
McCoy. He retired from active duty in 1968. 

Following his retirement from active duty, 
MSG Bettine continued his service to others 
as the JrROTC instructor at Premontre High 
School in Green Bay, WI where he taught for 
over 20 years. Affectionately known as 
‘‘Sarge,’’ MSG Bettine strived to instill the val-
ues and lessons he learned during his time in 
the military to his students. MSG Bettine took 
an active interest in his students’ futures, and 
often followed their careers through the Armed 
Forces. It was not unusual for him and his stu-
dents to stay in touch years after their gradua-
tion. 

MSG Bettine joined the Knights of Colum-
bus in his late 20s, and he was ultimately hon-
ored for over 60 years of service. In line with 
his character and values, he joined the 
Knights of Columbus to serve his community 
beyond his service in the military. He was a 
Fourth Degree Knight and served as District 
Deputy, Programs Coordinator, and District 
Marshall. 

Words cannot justly thank MSG Bettine for 
his many years of service to our country. My 
sincerest condolences go to his family. 
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BIRTHDAY OF DR. IRENE HUSTON 

HON. MARK DeSAULNIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 23, 2019 

Mr. DESAULNIER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the service of a long-time 
community leader, Dr. Irene Huston. 

In her early years, Irene and her family 
moved from Mississippi to the Bay Area in the 
‘‘Second Great Migration’’ to escape racist 
labor and housing practices. Irene attended 
Contra Costa College before earning a Bach-
elor’s Degree from International Seminary in 
Plymouth, Florida. Today, Dr. Huston holds 
graduate degrees from Phoenix University, 
Antioch Christian University, and Elbon-Solu-
tions College of Ministry, as well as an hon-
orary degree from the National Theological 
Seminary of the Commonwealth University. 

Although her interests and successes cast a 
wide net—she has served as a lecturer at San 
Jose State University, opened her own cloth-
ing boutique, and authored several books and 
a play—her focus has always been the 
church. 

Dr. Huston has been in the ministry for 50 
years, and has devoted the majority of this 
time to supporting women and families. She is 
internationally ordained and has ministered 
around the world, including in India, Nigeria, 
England, and Israel. Additionally, at home in 
California, she worked with the West Contra 
Costa Unified School District’s adult education 
program. 

Irene has founded a number of faith-based 
service organizations, including Irene’s Wom-
en’s Faith Foundation, and she continues her 
efforts today to motivate and empower young 
women and serve her community. 

Please join me in wishing Dr. Irene Huston 
a happy 81st birthday, and in thanking her for 
a life of service and dedication. 
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